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DEPT PASS NMFS/NOAA DEPT OF COMMERCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, EEC 

SUBJECT: DECLASSIFICATION OF INFORMATION ON FISHERY NEGOTIATIONS 

REFS: (A) STATE 70237; (B) EC BRUSSELS 1599; (C) EC BRUSSELS 
2324; (D) EC BRUSSELS 2403; (E) EC BRUSSELS 3325 

1 . MISSION AGREEABLE TO DECLASSIFICATION OF INFORMATION IN 
ENTIRE TEXT REF B WHICH HAS NOW BEEN LARGELY OVERTAKEN BY 
EVENTS REPORTED REFS C, D AND E. 

2. UNFORTUNATELY, OUR CURRENT REPORTING ON THE SENSITIVE 
EC FISHERY NEGOTIATIONS IS BASED LARGELY UPON INFORMATION 
PROVIDED ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS BY EC COMMISSION AND EC 
MEMBER STATE SOURCES. SEGREGATION BY CLASSIFIED AND 
UNCLASSIFIED PORTIONS IS DIFFICULT WITHOUT CUTTING UP 
SUBSTANTIVE FLOW OF REPORT AND THEREBY CONFUSING RATHER 
THAN CLARIFYING SOMETIMES COMPLICATED ISSUES INVOLVED. 
HOWEVER, ANY INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED TO PRESS SPOKESMEN CAN 
BE FREELY DRAWN UPON. FURTHERMORE, WE WILL TRY TO 

FLAG THAT INFORMATION IN OUR REPORTS WHICH HAS 
APPEARED IN THE LOCAL PRESS. NMFS COULD DRAW ON 
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THESE SECTIONS IN PREPARING ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION 
AS LONG AS IT DOES NOT ATTRIBUTE THE INFORMATION TO 
THIS MISSION. HINTON 
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